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Visiting abroad? 


We hope your trip will be a pleasant 
one, and that this booklet will help to make 
sure you have a smooth passage through 
Canada Customs when you get back. 


In only ten minutes’ reading time, this 
booklet will give you a brief outline of your 
duty-free exemptions, the Customs reporting 
requirements, federal controls on certain 
goods — and a lot more. 


While fairly comprehensive, “I declare” 
is a guide only. If you require more detailed 
information on any subject, please contact 
the nearest Customs office listed in the back 
of this booklet, or in your local telephone 
directory. 


Have a good journey! 
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©Minister of Supply and Services Canada 1988 
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ATTENTION ALL AIR TRAVELLERS 


To speed up Canadian Customs formalities, you 
must complete the Blue Declaration Card which 
will be given to you on your flight to Canada. 
You must hand the card to a Customs Inspector 
upon arrival in Canada. 

Declaration Cards for children or handicapped 
persons may be completed by family members 
or fellow passengers. 

If you have any questions about the Card or 
Canadian regulations, please ask the Customs 
Inspector when you arrive at the airport. 


For residents of Canada 
travelling abroad 


Canada Customs collects duties on imported goods and 
also controls the movement of people, goods and 
conveyances entering or leaving Canada. 


It administers some 70 Acts, most of them on behalf of 
other government departments such as Immigration, 
Health and Welfare, Agriculture and Statistics Canada. 


If you are planning a trip outside Canada, there are 
some things you should know — or do — even before 
you leave home. 


Take a close look at the “Personal Exemptions” section 
of this booklet. In addition to your personal exemption, 
you can bring back any quantity of goods — apart from 
certain restricted items — if you are willing to pay duty 
and taxes on them. 


Before you leave 
Restrictions 


Firearms 

If you are planning to obtain a firearm while you are 
abroad, you would be wise to check the firearms 
legislation with your local police or Customs office. For 
more information read the booklet “Importing a firearm 
or weapon into Canada” available at your local Customs 
office. 


Explosives, fireworks and ammunition 

These and similar items may need a permit. For more 
information, contact: Chief Inspector of Explosives, 
Energy, Mines & Resources, 580 Booth Street, Ottawa, 
Ontario KIA OF4. 


Motor vehicles 

It is possible to bring a new vehicle into Canada but 
duties must be paid. Be warned that Customs law 
prohibits the entry of used or second-hand vehicles 
which are not of the current year model. There are some 
exceptions and to find out more, pick-up a copy of the 
booklet “Importing a Motor Vehicle into Canada” from 
the nearest Customs office. 


In addition to the Customs restrictions, Transport 
Canada regulations require that all vehicles, which are 
less than 15 years old, must comply with federal safety 
and emission standards in order to be eligible for 
importation into Canada. Vehicles which are less than 
15 years old must bear a “compliance label” in order to 
be admissible, and Customs duties would apply in the 
usual manner. For more information on Transport 
Canada regulations, contact: Road Safety and Motor 
Vehicle Regulations Directorate, Transport Canada, ‘15th 
Floor, Tower A, Place de Ville, Ottawa, Ontario. KIA 
ON5 Tel: (613) 998-2174 


Goods subject to import control 

Some commodities such as clothing items, footwear, 
handbags and textiles, are subject to import controls 
under the Export and Import Permits Act. 


Depending on the value and quantity of the goods you 
intend to import, you may need a separate import 
permit, even if you qualify for a personal exemption. 
For more information contact your local Customs office 
or: Special Trade Relations Bureau, Department of 
External Affairs, Ottawa, Ontario KIA 0G2. 


CB radios 

If you intend to buy a citizens’ band radio abroad, check 
with the nearest office of the federal Department of 
Communications, to ensure that it meets Canadian 
standards. 


From the same source you can find out where to obtain 
current American operating regulations, if you intend to 
take your own CB equipment on a visit to the U.S.A. 


Cultural Property 


Canada is a signatory to an international agreement 
restricting the movement of antiquities or cultural 
objects which are deemed to be of historical significance 
to their country of origin. Certain objects of this type 
may not be legally imported to Canada. If you intend to 
purchase such property abroad you should first obtain 
more information from: 


Movable Cultural Property 

clo Department of Communications, Cultural Affairs 
300 Slater Street, Room 348 

Ottawa, Ontario 

KIA 0C8 tel: (613) 990-4161 


Carrying valuables with you 


General 

BEFORE YOU GO — All the valuable items you plan to 
take with you, such as cameras and sporting goods, with 
serial numbers or other markings, should be identified 
and listed by your local Customs office before you leave, 
or by Customs at your point of departure by land, sea or 
air. 


When you show these goods to Customs and attest that 
they were acquired in Canada or lawfully imported, 
Customs will list them and their serial numbers on a 
wallet-sized card (form Y-38). Show the card to Customs 
every time you re-enter Canada after an absence abroad. 


NOTE: Y-38’s are used for any articles that have serial 
numbers, but there are many other kinds of 
valuables — especially jewellery — that require 
different treatment. 


Jewellery 

Because of its value and the difficulty in identifying 
jewellery, we suggest that you travel with the fewest possible 
pieces. There are certain steps we recommend you take 
beforehand to facilitate the re-entry of these valuables when 
you return to Canada. 

1. Obtain an appraisal report from a qualified gemologist, 
jeweller or insurance agent, with a photograph signed 
and dated, accompanied by certification that the items 
of jewellery in the photo are the same ones described on 
the appraisal report. 

2. When travelling, carry with you the appraisal report, 
certified photo and copy of the bill of sale or, if the 
goods were previously imported, a copy of your 
Customs receipt. 


NOTE: Please note that under customs law, any item 
taken out of Canada and then changed in any 
way, or is somehow made more valuable, isn’t 
considered the same item when brought back 
into the country. The “new” item must be 
declared in full. 


For example if you take an old gold and 
diamond ring setting with you on a trip outside 
Canada and replace the diamond, when you 
come back to Canada, the whole item — the 
diamond and the setting — is considered to be 
new. Even if part of the ring is made from 
Canadian material, the ring is treated like any 
other piece of jewellery acquired outside the 
country. [he same duties have to be paid, unless 


the article has been reported to Customs before 
departure from Canada and authority given to 
have the repairs or additions to the article made 
outside of Canada. It is worth noting that 
authority to have such repairs/additions made 
outside Canada is only given if a like service is 
not available here. As there are many qualified 
jewellers in Canada, it is unlikely such authority 
would be granted. 


Co-operation with other departments 


To protect people, livestock, crops and forests from the 
accidental introduction of diseases and pests, Canada 
Customs assists three federal departments — Health and 
Welfare, Agriculture and Environment. 


Health and Welfare 

If you plan to visit — or pass through — any countries 
where cholera, yellow fever or malaria are known to 
occur, you should find out beforehand what vaccinations 
and/or medications are required. 


You can get this information from your federal or 
provincial health officer, or you can write to: 


Health and Welfare Canada 
Ottawa, Ontario KIA 0K9 


Agriculture 

The international movement of livestock (including 
pets), meat and meat products, plants — and the earth, 
sand or other substance in which they are packed — is 
strictly controlled. } 


Certain quantities of meat and meat products can be 
brought in from the USA and — under different 
conditions — from other parts of the world. 


There are no restrictions on the importation of citrus 
fruits, but there are restrictions on other kinds of tree- 
fruits and on fresh vegetables. 

For specific information on livestock, pets, meat and 
meat products, plants, fresh fruit and vegetables, 
please write: 

Food Production and Inspection Branch 


Agriculture Canada 
Ottawa, Ontario KIA 0C5 


Environment 

Canada is a signatory to an international agreement 
restricting the sale or movement ofa large and 
increasing number of animals, birds, reptiles, fish, 
insects and certain forms of plant life that are now on 
the endangered species list. 


The restrictions also apply to any products made of the 
fur, skin, feathers, bone, etc. of these creatures. It would 
be wise to find out in advance what goods you can bring 
back, by checking with: 


Convention Administrator 
Canadian Wildlife Service 
Environment Canada 

Ottawa, Ontario KIA 0E7 


Statistics Canada 

The International Travel Section of Statistics Canada, 
with the co-operation of Canada Customs, periodically 
surveys residents returning from visits outside the 
country. The requested information is used to estimate 
total expenditures by Canadians abroad for the travel 
account of the Balance of Payments and for 
development and marketing purposes to improve 
Canada’s tourism product at home. The survey requires 
no signature or identification, but your reply is 
important in maintaining a low-cost approach to 
collecting this data. 


For information concerning international travel statistics, 
please write to: 


International Travel Section 
Statistics Canada 

Ottawa, Ontario 

KIA OT6 


While you are abroad 


te 
You should keep all receipts for accommodation, 
purchases, repairs done to or parts acquired for your 
vehicle, for presentation to Customs, as evidence of the 
length of your stay and the value of the goods or 
repairs. 


Prizes and awards 


Most prizes and awards are subject to duties. Please 
contact your nearest Customs Office. 


Canadian dollar 

All figures in this booklet refer to the Canadian dollar. 
You should take care to convert all foreign currency 
amounts into Canadian dollars at applicable rates of 
exchange so that you do not exceed your personal 
exemption. See “Personal exemptions.” 

Gifts 

You may send gifts duty free, from abroad to friends or 
relatives in Canada under certain conditions. First, each 
gift must not be valued at more than $40 Canadian and, 
secondly, the gifts must NOT be alcoholic beverages, 
tobacco products or advertising matter. To avoid 
misunderstanding, be sure a gift card is enclosed. 

If any gift is valued at more than $40, the recipient will 
be required to pay regular duties on the excess amount. 
Gifts sent from abroad do NOT count as part of your 
personal exemption. 

Gifts that you bring back with you must be counted as 
part of your personal exemption. If you are not certain 
of their value the Customs inspector is required to 
establish an appropriate value. Gifts include both items 
which you bought to give to others and items which 
were personal gifts to you. 


Personal exemptions 


Who qualifies? 

Any resident of Canada returning from a trip abroad 
may qualify for a personal exemption and be able to 
bring into Canada goods up to a certain value — free of 
duties. This also applies to temporary residents of 
Canada and to former residents who are returning to 
live in Canada. 


Even a babe in arms may qualify. In that case the parent 
or guardian must make the Customs declaration on 
behalf of the infant. Goods declared in the child’s name 
must be for his or her use only. 


Limitations 

The “personal exemption” entitlement has some 
limitations — how often it is used, the length of stay 
abroad and, for alcoholic beverages and tobacco 
products, the age of the importer. 


In general, the goods brought in under personal 
exemption must be for personal or household use, as 
souvenirs of your trip or as gifts for friends or relatives. 
Goods brought in for commercial use, or on behalf of 
another person, do not qualify and will be subject to full 
duties. 
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The exemption is a very personal thing, for which you 
do — or do not — qualify at any given time. Your 
exemption cannot be pooled with other peoples’ nor 
transferred to someone else. 

You cannot, for example, combine your 48 hours ($100) 
and yearly ($300) exemptions and claim a total 
exemption of $400. 

Nor can you use half of your $300 yearly exemption now 
and save the other $150 for another trip in six months 
time. 


The details 


After 24 hours’ absence or more 


Any number of times per year, you may bring in 
goods to the value of $20 (except tobacco products and 
alcoholic beverages). A written declaration may be 
required. 

Note: If the total value of all goods brought in exceeds 
$20, this exemption may not be claimed. Rather you 
must claim one of the other exemptions or pay duties 


on the full value. 


After 48 hours’ absence or more 


Any number of times a year, you may bring in goods 
to the value of $100. A written declaration may be 
required. 


After seven days’ absence or more.* 


Once every calendar year, you may bring in goods to 
the value of $300. A written declaration will be 
required. 

*It is dates that matter, not times, for example, leave 
Friday the 7th, return Friday 14th. 


Tobacco products and alcoholic beverages 
Subject to the conditions below, you may bring in 
alcoholic beverages agd tobacco products free of duties 
under the 48-hours ($100) or yearly ($300) exemption, 


_ but not under the 24-hour ($20) exemption. 


The dollar value of these goods will form part of your 
personal exemption. 


All tobacco products and alcoholic beverages must 
accompany you in your hand or checked luggage. 


Tobacco products 

Any person aged 16 or over may bring in 200 cigarettes 
and 50 cigars (or cigarillos) and 1 kg. (2.2 lbs.) of 
tobacco. 


More may be brought in, if you are willing to pay the 
applicable duties on the excess amount. 

Alcoholic beverages 

If you meet the age requirements set by the province or 
territory through which you re-enter Canada, you may 
bring in 1.14 litres (40 imperial oz.) of wine or liquor, or 
24 x 355 ml (12 fl. oz.) cans or bottles (or its 

equivalent — 8.5 litres of beer or ale). 


Everywhere in Canada, except in the Northwest 
Territories, you are allowed to exceed the free allowance 
by up to 9 extra litres (2 gallons) without any special 
advance authority provided the provincial fee as well as 
the applicable duties are paid. The cost is high, since both 
Customs assessments and provincial fees must be paid. 


For further information, check with the appropriate 
liquor control authority before you leave Canada. 


When you return to Canada 


Declaration 
When you re-enter Canada you must declare to Customs 


all goods you have acquired abroad, as purchases, gifts, 
prizes or awards. These must include goods still in your 


possession that you bought at a Canadian or foreign 
duty free shop. 


Passengers arriving by commercial aircraft will be given 
a “Traveller Declaration Card” to complete on board the 


| aircraft prior to arrival. Provision is made on the card 


for identification of any exemption being claimed. This 
same procedure applies at certain locations for travellers 
arriving by rail or vessel. 


For travellers arriving by private conveyance 
(automobile, aircraft, etc.) and for those arriving by bus, 
oral declarations may be made unless the $300.00 
exemption is being claimed. A receipt will be issued if 
duties are assessed. 


Goods should be easily accessible for inspection and it’s 
a good idea to have with you receipts for goods 
purchased, for accommodation while you were away and 
for repairs done (or parts added) to articles you had in 
your possession when you left Canada, including your 
motor vehicle, outboard motor, camera, etc. Such repairs 
and parts may be subject to duties. 


As indicated under the gifts heading on page 7, if you 
are not certain of the value of gifts you have received 

abroad and you are bringing them back with you, they 
will be appraised by the Customs inspector to establish 
their appropriate value. 


When repairs or replacement parts for your motor 
vehicle, cruiser, yacht or aircraft were essential to your 
safe return to Canada, a remission of duties may be 
granted. 


Goods which must accompany you 

Goods you bring in under the $20 or $100 exemption 
must accompany you in hand or checked luggage in all 
cases. 


Goods to follow 

The goods you claim under the $300.00 exemption may 
follow you by mail or other means of transport. Make 
sure when you declare “goods to follow” that you are 
given a Customs form “E24” by the Customs inspector. 
You will need your copy in order to claim your goods 
when they arrive; otherwise regular duties are likely to 
be assessed. 


NOTE: When you are advised that the goods have 
arrived, you have 40 days in which to clear 
them by producing your copy of the 
declaration form (E24). In the case of goods 
arriving by mail, they will be shipped directly 
to you along with an assessment of the 
calculated duties. Merely return the 
assessment notice along with the E24 form, 
showing proof of prior declaration, and the 
assessment will be cancelled. 
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Exchanging goods 


If any of the goods you bought abroad have to be 
repaired or replaced, you have 60 days from the date of 
your return to Canada in which to contact Customs and 
arrange the paper work to cover the exchange. 


Exceeding your personal exemption 

Excluding those items that are restricted (see p. 2), there 
is nothing to stop you from bringing back any amount 
of goods (even if you do not qualify for any kind of 
personal exemption), so long as you are willing to pay 
the applicable duties. 


SPECIAL TAX RATE — 

After any trip abroad for 48 hours or more, you are 

entitled to a special 20% tax rate on: 

a) — goods valued up to $300 Canadian over and above 
your $100 or $300 personal exemption; 

b) — goods valued up to $300 Canadian, if no personal 
exemption is being claimed. 


The special tax rate applies only to goods which 
accompany you and may not include alcohol or tobacco 
products. Regular duties apply to all importations in 
excess of a) or b) above. 


If you are bringing in goods exceeding your personal 
exemption, the Customs inspector can tell you which 

goods to charge to your personal exemption — to give 
you the maximum advantage. 


For example, if you are eligible for the $300.00 
exemption, and brought back $600.00 worth of goods, 
the following taxes would apply: 

on the first $300.00 — the tax is 0 

on the next $300.00 — the tax is 20% = $60.00 


Over and above this amount, duties apply at the regular 
rates and these rates vary according to the specific 
commodities being imported, and the country they are 
imported from. 


‘Travellers who have not determined the tax rate before 
departure, but wish to “get an idea” of the amount 
payable on an item of interest to them while abroad, 
should expect the regular import duties (which includes 
duty and federal sales tax) to be approximately 30% of 
the value, as expressed in Canadian dollars. (This is a 
guideline only, and does not apply to certain “luxury 
items” on which excise tax applies, such as jewellery.) 


ri 


Payment 

To clear your goods through Customs, you can pay the 
duty in cash, by travellers’ cheques, or certified cheque. 
If the duties do not exceed $75, a personal cheque (with 
proper identification) will be accepted. Visa or 
Mastercard may also be accepted at some Customs 
locations. 


You and the Customs inspector 

The Customs inspector, who will try to help you as much 
as possible, must also protect Canada’s safety, economic 
life and environment. 


The inspector is legally entitled to examine your 
luggage. You are responsible for opening, unpacking 
and repacking it. Your co-operation is requested. 


Secondary inspection 

You may occasionally find yourself going through a very 
detailed Customs inspection. For the law-abiding 
traveller this usually means only a minor delay so please 
bear with us. 


False declaration 

Please remember that if goods are not declared — or are 
falsely declared — they may be seized and forfeited and 
the traveller may face severe penalties. 


Penalties are imposed according to the law and the 
circumstances. Any smuggled item could be seized and 
forfeited, or you might have to pay much more than the 
actual value to have it released. The car (or boat, or 
aircraft) that transported the item could also be seized 
and forfeited, and it might cost you or the owner an 
additional amount to get it back. In addition to seizure 
of goods, you might face prosecution for smuggling and 
a possible fine or imprisonment. 


Further information 

To learn the rate of duties on any given article, contact 
your nearest Customs office before you leave Canada. A 
list of the regional Customs offices follows, and there are 
offices in other cities. Look in the telephone book under 
“Government of Canada, Customs and Excise”. 


Have a good journey! 
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Regional Customs Offices 


Region 


Atlantic 


Québec 


Montreal 


Ottawa 


Toronto 


Hamilton 


Southwestern 
Ontario 


Central 


Alberta 


Pacific 


Address 


Customs Office 
6169 Quinpool Road 


Halifax, Nova Scotia B3J 3G6 


Customs Office 
130 Dalhousie Street 
Quebec, P.Q. GIK 7P6 


Customs Office 
400 Youville Square 
Montreal, P.Q. H2Y 3N4 


Customs Office 


. 360 Coventry Road 


Ottawa, Ontario KIK 2C6 


Customs Office 

P.O. Box 10, Station “A” 
2nd Floor 

1 Front Street W. 

Toronto, Ontario M5W 1A3 


Customs Office 
10 John Street S. 
Hamilton, Ontario L8N 3V8 


Customs Office 
185 Ouellette Street 
Windsor, Ontario N9A 4H8 


Customs Office 
Federal Building 
269 Main Street 


Winnipeg, Manitoba R3C 1B3 


Customs Office 
220-4th Ave. S.E., Ste. 720 
Calgary, Alberta T2P 2M7 


Customs Office 
1001 West Pender Street 
Vancouver, B.C. V6E 2M8 


Telephone 
(Public Inquiries) 
(902) 426-2911 


(418) 648-4445 


(514) 283-9900 


8:00 to 4:30 p.m. 

(613) 993-0534 

After 4:30 p.m. and wknds 
(613) 998-3326 


Weekdays 

8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
(416) 973-8022 

Sat., Sun. and holidays 
(416) 676-3643 


(416) 523-2891 
evenings and wknds 
(416) 679-6202 

(519) 254-9202 
(Exts. 254-5) 
Evenings and wknds 


(519) 253-7271 


(204) 949-6004 


(403) 292-4660 
8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 


(604) 666-0545 


(604) 666-0545 
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List of goods acquired 


List of goods acquired 
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